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Creating a
Laker legacy

INCLUSIVITY

Celebrating
Diversity

Mother and son duo continue GV leadership on campus

ELECTION: Post-election townhall
Monday. Nov. 14. GVL I EMILY FRYE

Moving
forward

WELCOME: Students write messages
Of support. COURTESY | ALISSA LANE

Students encouraged
to write supportive
messages to peers

Post-election town hall
focuses on different
perspectives, positivity

BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRA DYCdLANTHORN. COM

BY EMILY DORAN
EDORAN@LANTHORN.COM

To help Grand Valley State Uni
versity students process the results
of the 2016 presidential election,
GVSUs student senate, the Divi
sion of Inclusion and Equity and
the Community Service Learning
Center co-hosted the first of several
post-election town hall meetings.
The discussion-based event, held
Monday, Nov. 14 in Kirkhof Center,
gave students an opportunity to express
their thoughts and possible concerns
about the statistically unexpected win
by President-elect Donald J. Trump.
Roughly 20 students attended the
event moderated by Melissa BakerBoosamra, associate director of stu
dent life, civic engagement and as
sessment, Relando Thompkins-Jones,
Division of Inclusion and Equity so
cial justice educator and Ella Fritzemeier, student senate president.
The attendees dissected a variety
of election-based issues, including
the potential ramifications for differ
ent minority groups and the future
of foreign and domestic policy un
der the Trump administration.
While many attendees expressed
disappointment or shock at the elec
tion results, some described their
efforts to remain optimistic and go
about their daily lives despite being
sorely disappointed by Trumps win
and fearful about the future.
“I realized that I couldn’t let this one
person whose decisions might affect my
day-to-day life (keep) me from going to
the hospital to take care of a sick kid,”
said Brandon Fitzgerald, student sen
ate vice president for diversity affairs. “I
started to reach out to people that I don’t
necessarily talk to every day, (especially)
the ones that I know might feel espe
cially triggered by this because of their
different marginalized backgrounds.”
Fitzgerald stressed the importance

LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON: Alena Zachery-Ross poses with her son Cordell Zachery. Zachery-Ross graduated
in 1995 from GVSU and Zachery will graduate after the fall 2016 semester. COURTESY I CORDELL ZACHERY

BY KYLE DOYLE
KDOYLE@LANTHORN.COM

t Grand Valley State
University,
some
second-generation
Lakers try and build a
legacy that is equal to or greater
than that of their parents’ on
campus. With a growing alumni
base that now stretches several
generations, GVSU families try
and build a “Laker legacy” by
being leaders and examples for
the GVSU community.
Some get to watch their
legacy begin to blossom as they
live their lives and touch those
around them, as is the case with
Alena Zachery-Ross and her
son, Cordell Zachery.
Zachery-Ross, who gradu
ated in 1995 with degrees in
psychology and special educa

A

tion, built up a legacy on cam
pus by being involved, creat
ing student organizations and
being a leader both on campus
and for her children.
Zachery, who will graduate
after the fall 2016 semester with
a degree in advertising and pub
lic relations, has followed that
model of his mother before him.
The pair have created their
own legacy and continue to
grow it through their involve
ment on campus both while
enrolled and as an alumna.
“I think, If you could sum
it all up into a phrase, our
Laker legacy is ‘If you want it,
go get it,’” Zachery said.
Zachery is currently in
terning at Steelcase in Grand
Rapids and is currently on the
board of directors for a group
of professionals in the Grand

Rapids area who specialize in
professional and community
events called BL2END (Busi
ness Leaders Linked to En
courage New Directions), is the
vice president Alpha Kappa Psi
and was the former president
of Alpha Phi Alpha, who he
helped grow on campus.
“When I came into Alpha
Phi Alpha I was the only per
son on campus who was in the
organization,” Zachery said. “I
had to put on events by myself
while going to class, while going
to school and had to collaborate
with different organizations like
NAACP (and) student senate.
It was really hard for me to sell
myself and sell my organization
when you’re the only one in it.”

In regards to the results of last
week’s presidential election, the Padnos International Center (PIC) and
the International Student Organiza
tion (ISO) partnered together to ad
dress the negativity surrounding the
election about immigrants and inter
national study abroad programs.
Gathering outside the Transforma
tional Link structure Tuesday, Nov. 15,
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., members of the
PIC and ISO wrapped the blue arches
with paper and encouraged students
and faculty to write supportive mes
sages to international students at
Grand Valley State University.
Elizabeth Jawish, the interna
tional student integration coordi
nator at the PIC, said having the
demonstration highlighted the
celebration of diversity throughout
GVSUs campuses, whether it be
domestic or international students.
“After the results of the election,
a lot of the students were worried if
they were going to be sent home or
were wondering what was going to
happen to them,” Jawish said. ‘We
wanted to make sure that they know
we are here for them and that they
should feel welcome here.”
Various messages of “You are
home” and “Everyone is welcomed”
lined the purple and white sheets
of wrapping paper. Hearts and cut
outs of figures holding hands also
appeared on the wrapping paper,
showing solidarity and love for the
international community.
Vanesha Blackburn, a study
abroad ambassador through the
PIC, said having a conversation
about international policy will al
low the GVSU community to better
reflect on President-elect Donald
Trump’s immigration policies.
With Trump’s campaign previously
calling to deport 11 million undocu
mented immigrants in the U.S. and
building a wall on the Mexican border,
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SURVEILLANCE

GVPD, Laker Store employees work to stop retail theft
BY SANDA VAZGEC
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

The Laker Store at Grand Val
ley State University is a popular and
convenient destination for students
to purchase textbooks, school sup
plies and GVSU apparel. However, its
popularity has lead to some down
falls. The location has reported 10
instances of retail theft since the be
ginning of the fall 2016 school year.
Jarrod Nickels, manager of the
Laker Store, said theft is highest at
the beginning of the school year
and the most common items stolen
are from the apparel section. Items
stolen have varied from books and

other school supplies to clothing
and accessories, qualifying all of
these thefts as retail fraud.
“I think people want to try out the
system at the beginning of the year to
see if they can get away with it,” Nick
els said. “But we have surveillance
cameras throughout the building.”
Nickels said the surveillance
cameras are monitored by employ
ees throughout the day and always
reviewed from previous days. This
means even if a person leaves the
store thinking they’ve gotten away
with stealing, they are often caught
after the fact by surveillance footage.
“If someone steals from the store
they will get caught and face legal ac
tion,” Nickels said. “This means fines

and court dates, which can go on for a
long time, it’s just not worth it.”
The GVSU Police Department has
strong communication with the Laker
Store and reviews the paperwork and
footage for every reported theft
“We investigate every report of
robbery that we get and we are iden
tifying these individuals,” said GVPD
Capt. Brandon DeHaan. “People
need to stop stealing. They will be
caught and they will be prosecuted.”
Depending on the severity of the
case, shoplifting can be split into three
categories. Third degree - resulting
difference in price is less than $200,

SEE THEFT | A2

THEFT: Christopher Stark works in the Laker Store Wendesday, April 15. There
have been 10 reports of theft since the start of the fall semester. GVL I emily frye
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LAST LECTURE
The annual Last Lecture sponsored by student sen
ate will take place Thursday. Nov. 17. Grand Valley State
University professors Paul Cornish and David Leonard will
present at 7 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room of the Mary
Idema Pew Library. Professors are nominated by stu
dents. faculty and staff members to present a lecture.
The educational affairs committee then decides on
four professors and students senators vote for the lectur
ers. The event is free of charge and approved for LIB
100/201 students.
There will also be refreshments served. For more
information, contact student senate at (616) 331-2333 or
senates@gvsu.edu.

FILM PROJECT PREMIERE
Grand Valley State University students and fac
ulty have spent months shooting and editing the 2016
Summer Film Project. The film titled. “Lucky Jay: Season
2” will premiere Friday. Nov. 18 at Celebration Cinema!
North in Grand Rapids at 8:40 p.m. The prequel to the
movie titled. “Lucky Jay: Season 1” will be screening at 7
p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and admission is $10,
which includes both screenings and entry into an after
party at 10 p.m. The cast and crew for the production
was composed of more than 20 GVSU students and 15
professional actors. The film was shot in various locations
around West Michigan. For more information about the
“Lucky Jay” series, visit www.luckyjayseries.com.

FALL DANCE DAY
The Grand Valley State University dance department
will hold a dance day Friday. Nov. 18 for anyone inter
ested in pursuing a dance major or minor. The classes
are free but space is limited, in order to register email
Samantha Shelton at sheltons@gvsu.edu.
The event will be held in the Performing Arts Center
Studio 1600. The day of events will go as follows: ballet
technique from 9 a.m. to 10:25 a.m., informal perfor
mance/question and answer session from 10:30 a.m.
to 11:50 a.m., lunch break from 11:50 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
modern technique from 1 p.m. to 2:25 p.m.

Zachery-Ross was a school
teacher in the Detroit area until
taking a job as superintendent
of schools for the Muskegon
Heights Public School Acade
my system and is on the nomi
nation and awards committee
for the GVSU alumni board.
While on campus, ZacheryRoss was involved in a wide ar
ray of programs from re-insti
tuting the chapter and serving
on the executive board for her
sorority, Delta Sigma Theta, be
ing involved in the GVSU hon
ors program, playing clarinet
in the band to helping found
and being the president of the

MOVING
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of also reaching out to people
who may hold differing view
points, citing the disenchant
ment of many Trump sup
porters as a source of possible
connection for people who
voted against him.
“A lot of the people who
voted for Trump had some
type of feeling that they were
being neglected by the sys
tem, as well,” he said.
Although many of the opin
ions expressed at the town hall
meeting were decidedly “anti-
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STUDENT SENATE FINANCE REPORT FOR THE
WEEK OF NOV. 18
Event Funding:
The A Cappella group Groove! requested and received
$662 for its ugly sweater fall concert Saturday, Dec. 3.
The You Beautiful Black Women club requested and
received $573 for its annual 'hustles and hot wings’ event
Saturday. Dec. 3.

Travel Funding:
The Urban Planning Association requested $959.89 to
travel to Detroit. They received $597.57.
Students Leaving a Mark requested and received
$1,800 to travel to Lumberton, North Carolina.

second degree - resulting
difference in price is more
than $200 and less than
$1,000 and first degree - re
sulting difference in price is
more than $ 1,000.
Twitter has been a com
mon way for GVPD to
receive assistance in iden
tifying suspects by posting
pictures from surveillance
footage of potential suspects.
DeHaan said while people
stealing may think what they
are doing does not harm any
one, it actually has a big im
pact on the community.
“When people steal from

Minority Teachers Education
Center (MTEC) on campus.
“(MTEC) started from me
being the first president, and
my daughter was able to be a
part of it, so really starting with
writing out what the guidelines
were, literally sitting down and
writing by-laws and organizing
that,” Zachery-Ross said.
Another thing ZacheryRoss prided herself on was be
ing a member of all those orga
nizations, keeping good grades
and raising two children.
“They were a part of
campus,”
Zachery-Ross
said. “I just rolled them
around with me. They were
in the stroller on campus.”
Zachery-Ross also said she

always had places tor her chil
dren to go because she had
made connections with people
in the housing staff, her sorority
sisters and even the head of the
honors program at the time.
The pair not only have a lot
in common when it comes to
their GVSU experience, but a
lot in common in their hob
bies and activities. The two
love to do things together,
including cooking, traveling,
fishing in local lakes and riv
ers, reading leadership books,
line-and-hustle dancing and
singing karaoke.
Both Zachery and Zach
ery-Ross draw parallels from
their individuals experiences
at GVSU from creating and

building up programs on the
GVSU campus and being lead
ers in their communities. Both
are active in community ser
vice and work toward building
a better community for those
around them. In their willing
ness to try new things and take
advantage of all the opportuni
ties, they hope to continue to
build their Laker legacy.
“We don’t stay in and have
things define as,” Zachery-Ross
said. “We aren’t just the sorority
person or fraternity (person).
We’re not just an academic per
son, we’re not just involved in
leadership, (we) like to really be
a part of it. They talk about the
liberal arts education, we are
the example of that.”

Trump,” Fritzemeier said the
event, which had been sched
uled prior to the conclusion of
the presidential election, was in
tended to be open and welcom
ing to people of any viewpoint.
“It was supposed to be for
anybody of all backgrounds,
no matter who you voted for, to
come out and just talk through,
process through, learn other
people’s sides and perspec
tives and really come together,”
Fritzemeier said. “I think its
really important to hear differ
ent perspectives and hear dif
ferent sides for things and it re
ally helps process through what

may have happened, no matter
if you’re happy or sad.”
The town hall meeting
concluded with a look toward
the future: What, then, can
students do in response to the
election results? Baker- Boosamra said students can try to
connect with different people
and organizations and volun
teer with causes about which
they genuinely care to move
forward and make a positive
impact on the community.
“I think something that
makes a difference is choosing
something,” Baker- Boosamra
said. “Choosing an issue and

then looking for people in or
ganizations who share that in
terest and starting there.
“As we think about what’s to
come, recognizing the diversity
of groups and people who are
potentially in harm’s way, (I)
think its important for us to
take a look at who those poten
tial allies are and look for ways
to build relationships and coali
tions with those folks across is
sue, across policy’’
The next post-election
town hall meeting will be
Monday, Nov. 28 in the Kirk
hof Center Thornapple Room
from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

UNITE

in the UNITE event Friday, Nov.
18, from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in
Kberhard Center Room 215.
As an event which high
lights “Uniting Neighbors,
Ideas, Thoughts and Emo
tions,” the entirety of the GVSU
community is invited to cele
brate inclusion through discus
sions, dancing and dining.
“We want to make sure
that our message of celebrat
ing diversity comes across,”
said Jawish. “We’ll have ac>l
tivities, but if people want to
have it as a space for discus
sion we are open to that to.”
Showing solidarity and a
gesture of togetherness, Alissa
Lane, the outreach coordina
tor at the FIC, said she hopes
having the demonstration
and the Friday event will al
low a deeper conversation
about inclusion and diversity.
“It is important for our nation
to be a place where people know
they are wanted here,” lane said.
“No matter their beliefs, what
they look like, what their religion
is it’s important that we are a safe
space here in Grand Valley and
here in the U.S.”

the store, they often think
that it is a victimless crime,”
DeHaan said. “But when
they steal from the (Laker
Store), they are stealing
from fellow students.”
While the beginning of
the year is the most com
mon time for occurrences,
reports go on throughout
the winter and summer
semesters as well.
This means Laker Store
employees are always on
alert for theft and aim to pre
vent it by being aware of and
available to all customers on
the sales floor. When theft
cannot be prevented, GVPD
is ready to take on the case
and find the suspect.

Equipment Funding:
The GVSU stage requested and received $192 for
props and costumes.

MOTMAN’S
FARM MARKET

Next funding board meetings:
The next cultural funding board meeting is Monday,
Nov. 21 at 1 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 1142.
The next appropriations funding board meeting is
Tuesday, Nov. 29 at 4 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 2201.

Great Prices!

0-2617 Riverhill Drive
Just 1 mile East of GVSU
Hours
8am - 6pm
Closed Sunday

*

(616)677-1525

FRESH PRODUCE A
FRESH PICKED APPLES!
GVSU students and staff show College ID and receive 10% off any
order of $5 or more!
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he later conducted an in
terview with 60 Minutes
Sunday, Nov. 13, which em
phasized how his immigrant
enforcement regime will now
concentrate on criminals.
Willing to deport or incar
cerate two million to three mil
lion who have criminal records,
gang members and/or drug
dealers, the president-elect also
stated in the interview how
he is willing to accept a fence
along some areas along the
U.Sjs southern border.
“I traveled to Ghana this past
summer and I know a few stu
dents who are from Ghana and
are here at Grand Valley study
ing,” Blackburn said. “It’s not so
much that they are afraid, but it
limits their opportunities to ad
vance and to grow.”
“Those conversations will
be tough and it will come
down to what we can do with
each other to help them ad
vance, feel secure and contin
ue to do what they are doing
despite immigration and talk
about those policies while we
continue to hope for the best.”
The demonstration fits with

GO TO:
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GIVING BACK

‘Hoop 4 homies’
Lakers raise funds for homeless Grand Rapidians
BY KYLE DOYLE
KDOYLE@LANTHORN.COM

Ihere are those who sit
on the bench and watch
their team go up and down
the court. They dream of the
day when the coach decides
to to put them in during the
last two minutes and they hit
the game-winning buzzer.
Fortunately for benchwarmers
everywhere,
‘‘Hoop 4 Homies” was an
event where participants
could feel like a winner, re
gardless of their playtime.
Grand Valley State Univer
sity’s organization Almighty
International
Movement
(AIM) hosted a three-on-three
basketball tournament called
“Hoop 4 Homies” to help raise
money for the homeless peo
ple of Grand Rapids Saturday,
Nov. 5 and Sunday, Nov. 6. The
event took place over two days:
one day for the tournament
and the raising of the money,
and the other day was spent
delivering the gift baskets
made with the money earned.

“We had about 15 teams
sign up for the three-on-three
tournament,” said Jake Ken
dall, vice president of AIM
and GVSU junior. “It was $20
per team and so, it was about
$300-$400 that we raised.”
AIM used the money they
had raised to create 100 bas
kets of supplies, 50 of which
contained blankets and 50
which included hats and
gloves. All 100 baskets includ
ed assorted foods and water.
The organization took
two passenger vans into
Grand Rapids to distribute
the gift baskets to members
of the homeless population.
“Those donations went to
the homeless on Fulton and
on Division,” said Delando
Davis-Wright, president of
AIM and GVSU senior.
The idea for “Hoop 4
Homies” was developed
over the summer between
the 2015-16 school year and
2016-17 school year and was
almost scrapped before it
could get off the ground.
“We didn’t really like the

name or (anything, so) we dis
carded the whole thing,” DavisWright said. “Then we brought
it back at the last minute.”
After the success of “Hoop
4 Homies,” the pair began to
formulate other ideas to help
the homeless more during
the next semester including
haircuts, showers and tak
ing resume builders down to
homeless centers to assist in
creating resumes.
“Someone actually ran
up on Jake and asked him
‘Can you help me get a job?’
And that was inspiring right
there,” Davis-Wright said.
AIM was founded in 2013
by Davis-Wright and Kendall
with the goal of serving those
in need and bring back a global
perspective to communities
where it was out of touch. In
2015, the organization was of
ficially accepted by GVSU.
“We decided to come up
with AIM, call it ‘Almighty
International Movement’ and
bring a kind service and equity
to GVSU and also the greater
outside communities that we

COMMUNITY: Participants of AIM's three-on-three basketball tournament pose. The tournament helped

raise more than $300 to buy necessities for the local homeless,

don’t touch,” Davis-Wright
said. ”(We bring it to) Detroit,
Chicago, Grand Rapids and
these red-line communities
that don’t generally get the
perspective that they deserve
from (the) GVSU body.”
Along with “Hoop 4
Homies,” AIM has done sev
eral other projects including,
donating water and sanita
tion products to people im
pacted by the Flint water
crisis, taking clothes, books,
textbooks and other schools
supplies to the Detroit Public
Schools and a powder puff

courtesy

game with POWER, a wom
en’s organization on campus,
where the proceeds went to
the Breast Cancer Society.
“It’s a great presence
when, you (have) people
that can bring something to
the table, that’s in the same
room together, to show the
motivation and support from
all types of different back
grounds,” Davis-Wright said.
To Davis-Wright and Ken
dall, AIM is more than just
an organization. It’s their way
of giving back and helping to
inspire others to do the same.

| delando davis-wright

Both have a shared love for
helping out those who are less
fortunate and love to watch
others share in that passion.
“I love serving the com
munity, I’m going to do that
regardless,” Kendall said. “The
fact that we got two 15-pas
senger vans full of people,
wanting to do the same thing,
seeing the smiles on their
faces, putting smiles on oth
er people’s faces, (that’s) the
best. That’s my biggest joy (is)
watching our members have
fun and make a difference.”

VOLUNTEERISM

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Alternative Breaks locations announced
Destinations include North Carolina, Tennessee, 20 other locations
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
SSLAUGHTER@LANTHORN.COM

CAREER: Students line up for registration at the career fair Thursday. Feb. 26. GVSU partnered with
the FAA and Career Center to help students start seriously marketing themselves. GVL I LUKE holmes

‘Brand Yourself’ event brings self
marketing techniques to Lakers
BY RILEY COLLINS
RCOL L INS@LA N THORN. COM

Students venturing into the
modern workplace have many
marks to hit when crafting a
good personal “brand.” The
concept of marketing oneself
has evolved in recent years to
mean everything from body
language during an interview
to carefully organizing a per
sonal Facebook page.
Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s Future Alumni As
sociation (FAA) and Career
Center hosted an event,
“Brand Yourself,” Tuesday,
Nov. 15 to help students get
started seriously marketing
themselves. The interactive
workshop was free to at
tend and open to all majors
and minors.
Its goal was to give students
tips on how to make a good
impression to employers both
online and in person. When
FAA president Kelsey Keipert
reached out to students ask
ing what they wanted in a
new future alumni event, the
response pointed heavily to

ward education on how to
better market themselves.
“We were looking for both
something to give the Future
Alumni Association and stu
dents as a whole,” she said.
”(We were) trying to give them
something new, something
they haven’t had before.”
The workshop paid special
attention to subjects like so
cial media and email etiquette,
common interview questions,
resumes and cover letters and
professional dress. These sub
jects may seem simple, but can
make the biggest impact on
employers if handled well.
“The topics we cover
can be very broad, but this
gets into the specifics,”
said Mary Dreslinski, vice
president of the FAA.
Ihough
social
media
etiquette may seem like a nobrainer, there are loopholes
that allow employers to acci
dentally find old social media
profiles like Facebook even
after they’ve been deactivated.
For this reason, “Brand Your
self” advisers encouraged stu
dents to Google themselves

occasionally to make sure
nothing has crept up on the
internet that shouldn’t.
Talks also centered on
common interview questions
and strategies explaining
how to answer them skillfully
and truthfully. For many job
candidates, the first interview
is the most nerve-wracking
and carries the most weight
in the job hunting process.
“The interviewer isn’t there
to intimidate you, though it
may seem like it,” said Hanna
Windberg, campus recruiter
for Northwestern Mutual, a life
insurance company. “If you’re
there, they want to talk to you
and are glad to have your time."
Subjects were broken up
and an adviser lead small
group workshops for each sec
tion. There was also a profes
sional photographer taking
headshots for students who at
tended. Mini-workshops were
followed by the opportunity
for students to ask any ques
tions they still had as well as
interact with other attendees.
SEE BRAND | A5

Students often look forward
to getting off campus during
Grand Valley State University’s
scheduled winter, spring and
summer breaks. For many, the
welcomed break is a chance to
lounge around the house, but
GVSU’s Alternative Breaks
program gives students the
option to do something more
fulfilling with their time away
from class.
Alternative Breaks is a
program founded in giving
students the opportunity to
educate themselves and travel
while also performing com
munity service. Ideally, the
program matches students
with subjects they are passion
ate about, allowing them learn
more about these areas.
“Alternative Breaks is the
largest service organization on
Grand Valley’s campus,” said
April Urbanowski, president
of Alternative Breaks. “We are
100 percent student-led.”
The locations chosen for
these breaks changes every
year and this year’s upcoming
destinations were just recently

announced. Alternative Breaks
is currently planning on 22
different trips across the U.S.,
including trips to North Caro
lina, Oregon and Tennessee.
There are two board
members who choose the lo
cations after much research.
They consider factors like
distance, available nonprof
its and the categories they
want their trips to cover be
fore selecting a location.
“Each (trip) is about a
week long,” said Ryker Huiz
inga, vice president of public
relations and recruitment
for Alternative Breaks.
Some of the topics that will
be covered in the trips this year
include water restoration and
working with individuals with
disabilities. Students looking to
go on these trips are asked to
pick topics close to their heart
rather than a location they
would enjoy so that they can
be matched most accurately.
“You’re taken out of your
element. It’s a lot of self-discov
ery’’ Urbanowski said.
Though applications are
closed for the winter and
spring trips, there is a wait
ing list that some students
may be selected from in the

event that a spot opens up.
Applicants have yet to be
decided on and accepted
for the summer sections.
Both Urbanowski and
Huizinga recommend par
ticipating in these trips, as they
both have done previously.
“My favorite (trip) was my
sophomore year. I went on the
relief efforts trip,” Huizinga
said of his visit to New Jersey.
“We got to meet the family
and hear their stories, it was a
lot of inspiring stories.”
Urbanowski and Huizinga
also wanted to stress the abil
ity Jo develop ne>V' frwndF
ships on these trips. The
Alternative Breaks program
intentionally assigns students
to a tfip thafr.haS' students
they don’t know to promote
building new relationships.
“It increases our diversity
on each trip,” Urbanowski said.
Students who want to help
out their community, but are
unable to go on these trips can
also look at Alternative Breaks
events based on or around
campus. The organization
has Transformation Tuesdays

SEE BREAKS | AS

HELPING OUT: Students on an Alternative Breaks trip pose for a group photo. The organization has
22 different locations planned for the upcoming winter and spring trips. COURTESY | RYKER HUIZINGA
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Grand Valley has dropped 34.396
of our natural gas use on a sq. ft.
basis over the past 15 years.
Help GVSU remain one of the
most green schools by dressing
warmer in order to conserve
energy from heating.
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EDITORIAL

By Taylor Scholtens

‘Tisthe
giving season
s the temperatures
begin to drop and
the prospect of
snow is in the near
future, this is prime time
for charities to reach out for
donations for their respec
tive organization.
As college students, the
Lanthorn understands that
most of us don’t have a large
budget to work with and not
a lot of extra cash to donate,
especially as the holiday sea
son is quickly approaching.
However, there are other
ways to contribute to the sea
son of giving without break
ing the bank. If you don’t
have any financial wiggle
room, you can always donate
your time to those in need.
Especially at a local lev
el, there are many oppor
tunities to give back to the
West Michigan communi
ty. The Community Service
Learning Center (CSLC) at
GVSU will work with stu
dents to find community
engagement opportunities.
Additionally, the CSLC has
an official service tracking,
reporting and manage
ment system for students
to keep up with their vol
unteer work. This kind of
volunteer work is not only
a great way to give back to
the community but also a
great way to get experience
in a professional field of
your choice. Working be
hind the scenes is a great
way to gain appreciation
for a professional path.
In West Michigan specifi
cally, there are many charities
that are worthy of financial
support. For example, the
Mental Health Foundation
of West Michigan works to
lower teen death and suicide
through educational mea
sures. With mental health be
ing such an important issue

A

on college campuses, this is a
great foundation to donate to.
Additionally, the Kids
Food Basket provides food
assistance to children in need
across Michigan. The organi
zation also works to promote
the value of volunteerism
and commitment to com
munity. Providing food to
families in need is especially
important during the holiday
season when children aren’t
in school and don’t have ac
cess to school lunches.
Though most charities
campaign throughout the
year in order to keep up
with the demand outside of
the holiday season, many of
them count on generous win
ter contributions to sustain
them throughout the rest of
the year. Though we want to
encourage students, faculty
and staff to take advantage
of the holiday giving mental
ity, we also want to empha
size that there are people in
need 365 days a year. So find
something you’re passionate
about and make a difference
where you can.
The beauty of giving to
charity is that it is up to you
who you want to support.
There are support systems
in place for literally any area
that you wish to contribute
to. The holiday season is a
time where it is easy to get
distracted by the sparkle
of material items and for
get about the fact, for many
people, this time is a time of
stress and disappointment.
If you have the means,
give a lot and if you don’t, give
a little. No matter the size of
your contribution you are still
donating to a cause and to the
betterment of your commu
nity. The spirit of the holidays
means giving back to those
who give to the community.

editorial@lanthorn.com

Saving Thanksgiving

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

Please don’t let your fam
ily ruin Thanksgiving with
their political discussions.
Thanksgiving is my favorite
holiday just for the simplic
ity of it all. There is no need
for gifts, no need to dress
up, just plenty of good food,
plus the Lions game.
Thanksgiving is usu
ally small enough to keep out
your weird cousins, yet large
enough to spend with the
family that you actually enjoy
seeing. And did I mention
the food? Unfortunately, I feel

like Thanksgiving might turn
into ’Takesgiving’ this year, as
we have just witnessed one of
the most divisive elections in
history, and it doesn’t seem like
people are ready to put this one
to bed for a long time.
With multiple personali
ties and beliefs at the dinner
table, there are really only
two ways to approach politics
at Thanksgiving: either guns
blazing or completely avoid
talking about it at all. If you
find yourself anywhere in
the middle, prepare to feel
plenty of awkwardness and
keep that carving knife handy
in order to cut the tension.
Ultimately, whether anyone
believes it or not, you have
the ability to control which
route you end up taking.
The route I will be guid
ing the table down is that of
no politics. Not only do I not
think that it is neither the time
or the place, I’m mainly doing
it for everyone’s health and
sanity. Ruining Thanksgiving
does not necessarily mean

ruining your Thanksgiving,
being in this position of power,
you might have to look out
for the young, the elderly and
everyone in between.
Grandma might be so fed
up with the election that any
little thing might set her off.
And a bad Thanksgiving for
grandma is a bad Thanksgiv
ing for everyone. Little Johnny
might be stuck listening to
crazy Uncle Jim, you don’t
want Johnny corrupted. This
is not as easy as it seems,
though. The most effective
tactic in limiting political
chatter lies within the seating
chart. Many people think that
seating two opposing people
together will set off heated
discussion, but on the con
trary seating two like-minded
people next to each other
will offer the opportunity for
them to talk about their ideals
safely. That is, until someone
else hears their chatter, and
the real discussion begins.
On the other hand,
sometimes politics is simply

unavoidable. There might
be several people who came
to dinner thinking about
politics, and won’t stop until
the basis of the conversation
is politics. Instead of allowing
them to throw half-hearted
barbs at each other from
across the table, you have to
dive right into it.
If the table wants to talk
about politics, lead them
there. Rather, end the uneasy
tension quickly as opposed
to waiting and letting it build.
Seeing you go to Grand Valley
State University and are likely
a millennial, you will likely
be lumped into a particular
group, just a warning. But re
member, you are older, wiser
and more educated than you
were last year. If you want to
partake in the discussion, just
remember to come correct.
The choice is yours. Just
remember that some people
will be heavily invested in the
Lions game. Try not to disrupt
their viewing experience.

Embracing differences
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used ■
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDI TOR IA L@LAN THORN. COM

Intergroup events are on
the rise on campus and across
the U.S. to create a sense
of unity across communi
ties. When striving toward
indusivity, groups aim to band
together despite differences. In
attempts to create a connec
tion, we may try to find simi
larities in those who deviate
from our own backgrounds.
We may realize the mutu
ality of many feelings, experi
ences, and biological aspects
that combine in definition of
what it is to be human. Rec

ognition of similarities can be
a beneficial place to start cul
tivating familiarity, however,
it is important to not simply
set aside differences.
Often, I believe, that allies
can fall into the trap of erasure
by dismissing differences. Our
similarities are likely to take a
landslide over our differences.
Our humanity may be enough
to blind us to the differences
that create a life when facing
diversity, but despite differenc
es being relatively small, they
still remain significant.
Although, it is essential to
begin with humanization to
reach a level of connectivity,
we sometimes become too
convinced that we are the
same as others. For example,
in learning about religion, it
is natural to make compari
sons to one’s own religion,
however, it becomes discrim
inatory when one assumes a
deity from another religion
is simply that of your own.
This concept of erasure can
actually cause intrusiveness
as opposed to alliance.

Embracing the value of
differences is important so
that we do not assume what
others lives are like. Although,
we can sympathize or imagine,
we can not empathize. We are
different and it is important to
remember this as we interact
with other groups. Participa
tion should not aim to replace
the voices of members of the
group, but instead learn about
their beliefs, values, and experiences.In order for full accep
tance of diversity, differences
should be vocalized first hand
and consumed by the ears of
those who desire to learn.
When participating in
dialogue or service for differ
ing groups than one’s own,
students and others should be
both mindful and respectful.
Through becoming educated
and building awareness,
we are learning to politely
become involved within
another group.Interaction
should not be approached
with ideas of heroism or res
cue. Corruption of intentions
in inter-involvement reduces

the value of the interaction
in the first place. For this rea
son, it’s important to remove
assumptions of knowledge
about a group as opposed to
removing differences. Tak
ing a step back and begin
ning with observation may
remedy the issue of becom
ing overpowering. As many
become involved in trying to
support groups at Standing
Rock and other sociopoliti
cal issues outside of our own
groups, it is important to
remain at the supporting
level. Outside participants are
often welcome and embraced
to unite against injustices,
however alliance does not
remove privileges. One must
remember differences and
embrace those differences.
An ally should not par
ticipate in erasure--the exact
thing they aim to fight against.
Instead, an ally should respect
the group by simply being
there for them. No matter the
group or event, it is important
to remember you are partici
pating as a guest.

VALLEY VOTE

THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION

VALLEY QUOTE

Post-election, what does
your social media feed look
like?

Do you donate to any
charity or volunteer for any
nonprofit organization?

"I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the
death your right to say it.”

Mostly pro-Trump
36%
Mostly pro-Clinton
57%
Not much about the election 7%

LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com

-Evelyn Beatrice Hall

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU DONATE TO ANY CHARITY OR VOLUNTEER FOR ANY NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION?
TORI GAUDEN

MARTEL GREEN

"No, I’m just not a part of any organizations
that do that right now "

“Yes. I volunteer at an organization called
Grad-to-Grade School with Grand Rapids Public
Schools. We guide boys from boyhood to
manhood and help them in that transition.”

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Traverse City, Michigan

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Human resources
HOMETOWN: Detroit. Michigan

VICTORIA MORRIS

KENDALL KIELTEY

"I volunteer in the Catheter Lab and Surgery
Prep and Recovery department at Metro Health
Hospital, but I’m not sure if that’s nonprofit."

"No, I haven’t really come across any
opportunities.”

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Allied health sciences
HOMETOWN Yptilantl, Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Business
HOMETOWN: Traverse City Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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LECTURE SERIES

Laker Autism Center director
establishes coping mechanisms
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER(a)LAN THORN. COM

I he Center for Disease
Control identified in a study
one in 68 children in the Unit
ed States live with a disorder on
the autistic spectrum. In Michi
gan, the Statewide Autism Re
sources and Training (START)
project estimated approxi
mately 18,(XX)-19,(XX) children
receive special services related
to autism spectrum disorder.
Grand Valley State University,
the Michigan State University
College of Human Medicine
and Spectrum Health have
teamed up in the ‘Your Lecture
series to deliver a community

event centered around the topic
of autism Tuesday, Nov. 15.
Amy Matthews is the direc
tor of the GVSU Autism Cen
ter, a GVSU psychology de
partment faculty member and
director of the START project.
She was invited to speak at the
event along with Steven Pastyrnak, section chief of pediatric
psychology at Spectrum Health
Helen DeVos Childrens Hos
pital. Pastymak spoke about
characteristics of autism, in
cluding signs, symptoms, early
detection and diagnosis. Pastyrnak also spoke about the
increasing prevalence of autism
in the United States. Matthews
spoke about 10 recommenda
tions she would give to individ

uals with autism to help them
“live better lives.”
“It’s one thing to talk about
what needs to happen, I think
its more important to give
people information about
how they can access services
and additional resources so
they can actually make it hap
pen,” Matthews said.
Matthews said the event is
geared toward anyone: family
members, educators, clinical
or healthcare service provid
ers and community mem
bers. She said she wanted to
share with participants how
individuals with autism can
find resources to help them.
“What they need to know
(is) not just the characteristics

of autism, but what are the
ways that you’re going to help
them become fully integrated
members of their community
and have a good quality of
life,” Matthews said.
In the START project, Mat
thews said one of their goals is
for integration in schools and
community for individuals
with autism. She said by speak
ing at this event, she hoped to
raise awareness of the issue.
“I’ve done many presenta
tions on ‘what is autism’ and
its characteristics,” Matthews
said. “I think what’s really more
important is the intervention
piece and getting to know a
person with autism - who they
are and how we can help them.”

Administrative assistant in
the Office of the Vice Provost
for Health Sara Walker helped
organize the lecture and said
the goal was to keep the con
versation about autism going.
“We wanted to be able to
provide a platform for commu
nity members (and) anybody
who would be interested to
come in and learn some more
information about autism and
then also learn about the re
sources that we have in our lo
cal community?’ Walker said.
As director of the GVSU
Autism Center, Matthews said
there is a lot of work the cen
ter does for individuals with
autism, one of them being
Campus Links. Campus Links

is a peer mentoring program
aimed to help students with au
tism at GVSU make social con
nections and improve academ
ically. Mentors help by taking
students out to lunch, dinner
and various other social activi
ties. The program is run out the
Disability Support Resources
Office and is in its fifth year.
“What we know is that
autism is a neurobiological disorder; you don’t re
ally cure it or take it away,”
Matthews said. “What you
can do, is that you can work
with individuals and you
can help them learn really
good skills that allow them
to be really successful.”

OVERCOMING POVERTY

GV to host hunger banquet
Event to showcase differences between how socioeconomic classes eat
step outside to see other things
society is facing and why it’s
happening. Students should
Grand Valley State Uni ask, ‘What can I do to eliminate
versity students, faculty hunger?’ This event is to help
and staff members will them put things in perspective.”
Ihe banquet will start by
have the opportunity to at
tend a hunger banquet to splitting students into three
bring awareness for people class-divided groups. The
in poverty and people who “lower class group,” will be
are food-insecure Thurs given a bowl of rice to eat
and share, and
day, Nov. 17. It
will consist of
will take place
about half the
from 8:30 p.m.
“I think students
participants.
to 10 p.m. in the
can be wrapped
However, the
Holton-Hooker
up in their own
“middle class
Learning
and
group,”
will
Living Center’s
lives....they need
be given rice,
Multipurpose
to step outside to
beans and oth
Room.
er foods in a
GVSUs Com
see other things
buffet style.
munity
Service
society is facing.”
About
20
learning Center
percent of the
(CSLC) and OxBRIANNA MIRANDA
students will be
fam, a new club
OXFAM VICE PRESIDENT
in the “upper
at GVSU, came
class
group,”
together to put on
the event. The banquet is be and will be given finer quality
ing held to reflect the theme food, including being waited
of ‘hunger and homelessness’ on. The hope is that students
month at GVSU. Brianna Mi will see what the less fortunate
randa, vice president of Oxfam groups have to eat, and that will
at GVSU and a CSLC member, be a great way to display hun
hopes around 100 students and ger, Miranda said.
“This event is impor
faculty will be in attendance.
“I think students can be tant, not all students think
wrapped up in their own lives,” of poverty on a daily basis,”
Miranda said. “They need to said Kaitlyn Henderson, the
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHER TZER(a)LAN THORN. COM

BRAND
CONTINUED FROM A3

Asking questions was a
common consensus among
workshop advisers, all of
whom are professionals in
fields at GVSU or in the sur
rounding Grand Rapids area.
It is important for job can
didates to know exactly who
they’re working for which
means it’s fair to ask questions
during interviews.

BREAKS
CONTINUED FROM A3

where they discuss topics
that are important to the
community or world. Top
ics for these discussions have
previously included the de

EXAM CRAM:
Nahshon CookNelson, a GVSU
student, stresses
about studying for
an exam coming up
and doing home
work for other
classes as the fall
semester draws to
a close.
MACKENZIE BUSH
GVL
♦

♦ ♦ ♦

president of Oxfam of GVSU.
One-third of people live in
poverty, that’s over 2.2 billion
people, Henderson said. She
explained how forming the
groups would hopefully allow
students to reflect on what they
have in life, juxtaposed with
those who have little. She con
tinued saying that by looking
through someone else’s per
spective, it would change the
students’ view on poverty.
“To hear their (people in
poverty) voices, stories and by
talking to them, we can make
them louder,” Henderson said.
“We need to be a louder voice
for those with less privileges.”
Henderson helped the
hunger banquet gain a lot of
momentum, and will also be
speaking after the dinner con
cludes. Following the dinner,
guests will have a discussion
with Henderson and form
into different groups. These
groups will talk about some
of the statistics of poverty and
converse on how, or if, their
perspective changed at all.
“We want students to be
engaged with the community’’
Miranda said. “We want them
realizing things are out there
and to ask, ‘What can I do?
What do you need from me?”’

“This event gives students
a straightforward way to get
their questions answered
in a casual environment,”
Keipert said. “It gives them
the chance to look at specific
topics they think they need
to improve on.”
If students have ques
tions outside of interviews
or regarding any job-re
lated subject, they can go
to GVSUs Career Center.
They, along with the FAA
prepare events like “Brand

Yourself” year round for
students seeking to gain
knowledge on job related
topics.
For Keipert, Googling in
terview preparation doesn’t
compare to having a trained
professional there, looking
students in the eye and giving
them valuable advice.
Students who want to get
involved on campus can also
join OrgSync online to stay upto-date on FAA events.

clining bee population and
human trafficking.
“They’re more of an inter
active critical thinking dis
cussion,” Huizinga said.
Service Saturdays are also
held by Alternative Breaks.
For these Saturdays, partici

pants collaborate with local
Grand Rapids nonprofits
rather than traveling cross
country.
“We want to make im
provements in the world
alongside our community,”
Urbanowski said.

INSECURE: Brianna Miranda (left) and Jorge Cole (right) at a hunger and homelessness tabling event
Tuesday, Nov. 15. The CSLC is putting on a hunger banquet Thursday, Nov. 17. GVL | MACKENZIE BUSH
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GV housing begins search
for 2017 resident assistants

'QUEER AND TRANS 10V ALLY TRAINING
For those interested in learning more about the
LGBT community and being an ally, Grand Valley State
University's Milton E. Ford LGBT Resource Center of
fers numerous “Queer and Trans 101" training sessions.
Participants will examine the concepts of gen
der, sex and sexuality at 1 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 18.
The location has not been announced. Students are
required to register in order to guarantee a spot.
Attendees can expect to become familiar with the
recommended vocabulary and discuss issues impact
ing LGBT communities. For more information, contact
the LGBT Resource Center at lgbtcenter@gvsu.edu or
call (616) 331-2530.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT GV
Grand Valley State University’s Spotlight
Productions is hosting its second Open Mic Night
event for the fall semester. Located in the Kirkhof
Center Lounge from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, Nov.
18, all students are welcome to attend this event.
Attendees will spend the night watching students
perform musical and spoken-word talents, while eat
ing free snacks. The event is free and does not require
registration. Anyone interested in performing should
contact Spotlight Productions at spotlight@gvsu.edu.

HOUSING: The 2016-17 resident assistant staff at GVSU poses for a
photo during the August orientation, courtesy | kristen evans
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERLIFE@LANTHORN.COM

IPROMISE CLUB HOSTS ‘IAPPRECIATE YOU’ EVENT
As many people find the month of November to
be the time to show family and friends appreciation,
the Grand Valley State University student organiza
tion iPromise will host the "iAppreciate You" event
Saturday, Nov. 19 in the Pere Marquette Room of the
Kirkhof Center from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Entertainment
and food will be provided.
The event aims to celebrate and appreciate stu
dents and those who support students through their
college experience. For more information, contact
Lexus Patterson at patterle@mail.gvsu.edu or call
(630) 945-8724.

'TRANSNATIONALISM AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
IN THE NEW MELLENIUM’
The Grand Valley State University area and global
studies department will launch a new global studies and
social impact major during an event from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17. Aria Javed, professor of sociology
at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, will speak at the
event followed by a question and answer session.
Light refreshments will be provided. The event will
take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center. For more infor
mation, contact the area and global studies office at
(616) 331-8110 or message areastudies@gvsu.edu.

On an average night, Grand
Valley State University student
Mandakini Quinones can ex
pect to wake up at 3 a.m. to an
urgent phone call or pause her
homework to assist in a resi
dential conflict down the hall.
Quinones, a third-year stu
dent at GVSU, is among the
115 resident assistants (RAs)
at GVSU who work year-long
to create safe spaces and build
a strong Laker community
within on-campus housing.
For the 2017-18 school year,
the housing and residence life
department is currently accept

ing applications for resident as
sistant positions. Applications
are due Wednesday, Dec. 21.
Kristen Evans, assistant
director of recruitment and
training for the department,
said nearly 50 percent of the
RAs return each year, open
ing up half of the positions
to new applicants.
As RAs are responsible
for addressing student con
cerns and safety, Evans said
the job requires general skills
including problem solving,
time management and intercultural competency.
“There is no one type of RA,”
Evans said. “Resident assistants
get the opportunity to welcome

www.gvsu.edu/ra

Alpha Omicron Pi hosts first
annual ‘Sisters for Soldiers’

STUDENT ORGS

Lakers host ‘Be a
Rose’ donation drive
While many people know
feminine hygiene products
are as much a necessity as
toothpaste or shampoo, not
all people have access to them.
As a result, the Grand Val
ley State University organiza
tion Professional Organization
for Women Entering Reality
(POWER) has started working
with the Be a Rose foundation
by hosting a donation drive for
feminine hygiene products.
POWER was founded in fall
2015 and works to advocate for
womens rights and the impor
tance of education.
“Our organization aims to
teach the importance of educa
tion, professional etiquette and
also to bring awareness to gen
der and minority inequalities
within the professional world,”
said De’Chelle Richards, POW
ER president “Women’s rights
issues are so often swept un
der a rug and not spoken on.
There’s so much information
that needs to be shared and

□

GO TO:

GREEK LIFE

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT-MOSLEY

TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM

she said. “Resident assistants
facilitate everything from small
floor gatherings to campus
wide events around these
themes, often collaborating
with other GVSU departments.
“As an RA, you have a
unique exposure to cam
pus resources and relation
ships with faculty and staff
across campus.”
Lending advice to stu
dents interested in joining
the team, Quinones said the
most important quality is
flexibility and to prepare for a
variety of difficult situations.
“You’ll be put in some cra
zy situations that might over
whelm you. You have to have
a good sense of humor,” she
said. “Luckily you are usually
placed with a staff that’s amaz
ing. You are never alone and
always have support from the
housing community.”
Any current GVSU stu
dent is eligible to apply for a
position, however candidates
must have at least a 2.5 cu
mulative grade point average
to be eligible. Feedback to
five questions and a resume
is required for an interview.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

SELUOTT-MOSLEY@LANTHORN.COM

BY TY KONELL

new Inkers to campus and
connect them to GVSU. Each
of our staff members brings a
unique set of skills and experi
ences to the job.”
Serving her second year as
a resident assistant, Quinones
works for Winter Hall on the
Pew Campus. As she balances
a full-time student schedule,
Quinones said the job does not
end when her shift is over.
“The thing about this
job is even when I’m not
on duty, I’m always known
as an RA, which definitely
shapes my day,” she said. “I’ll
see residents on campus and
talk to them, or get random
texts from residents asking
for help on certain issues. So
while I’m a student, I’m con
stantly doing the job as well.”
Over the years, Evans said
alumni who served as resident
assistants report confidence
with conflict management
and other workplace-related
challenges.
In addition, RAs are pro
vided training every August
where new staff can learn
skills to support students
with different backgrounds.
“Often, RAs remain in con
tact with other staff members,
forging lifelong friendships,”

so much legal reform that still
needs to be instated.”
POWER members believe
all people should have access
to basic health and hygienic
products, which led to a
partnership with Be a Rose
to hold a donation drive for
feminine hygiene products.
“Feminine hygiene is swept
under the rug so often, it needs
to be discussed more. It is un
acceptable that there is a tax
on feminine hygiene, when
feminine hygiene products are
just as inherent as food and
water,” Richards said. “Tax
ing feminine hygiene serves as
discrimination because it only
negatively affects one sex.”
“Feminine hygiene dona
tions are important because
women are under-served in
times of their lives where they
might be homeless, living in
a group home, transitioning
into society from prison or
rejoining their families after
military service abroad,” said
Christine Mwangi, president
of Be a Rose. “Men in the same
situations do not have to spend

UNITY: POWER members together.
COURTESY | DE’CHELLE RICHARDS

money on these monthly
items, which are taxed and not
covered by food stamps.”
Furthermore, POWER of
ficials said the two organiza
tions have similar ideologies
and provide opportunity.
“Be a Rose has common in
terests as myself. I am very pas
sionate about legal reform as it
pertains to women’s rights and
health issues,” Richards said.
“Be a Rose gives myself and
my organization community
outreach opportunities, as well
as giving myself a ton of expe
rience with dealing with non
profits. Be a Rose represents
everything I stand for.”
Moreover, another reason
behind the collaboration is lo
cation. Be a Rose, while main
taining a local presence, also
extends its outreach globally.
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Thousands of soldiers
will spend the upcoming
holiday season this year de
ployed overseas, without
the comfort of their friends
and family. To address this
issue, Grand Valley State
University’s Alpha Omicron
Pi (AOII) sent reminders
of home to some of those
soldiers with its first annual
“Sister’s for Soldiers” event.
The members of the
Lambda Eta chapter of AOII
opened the sorority house
Tuesday, Nov. 15 for the event.
The sisters provided a
baked goods buffet and in
vited organizations and in
dividuals to donate items
to make care packages for
soldiers deployed overseas.
These included recreational
items like books, candy and
college-themed
T-shirts,
among other reminders of
home soldiers often long for.
“We wanted to do it
around this time with the
goal that all items collected
will be delivered before the
holidays,” said Claire Efting, philanthropy chair of
AOII. “That way, the brave
men and women who are
defending our freedom
right now are able to have
a little bit of happiness and
care from all that they’re

protecting back home.”
In addition to collecting
items to send in care pack
ages, attendees created hand
made and personalized notes
to send deployed soldiers.
“We hope that by giving
just a little of what we have,
we will make their day,”
said Annalee Kuhr, activi
ties chair and song leader.
“Even just spending a little
time to make cards makes
their holidays better.”
“AOII has always commit
ted itself to service around
the world,” Efting said. “We
believe that our sisterhood is
a gift. We have to give that gift
back to our community, and
in the form o( service is the
best way to do it.”
As this was the first time
the sisters hosted the event,
Efting said the turnout ex
ceeded her expectations with
nearly 100 people attending.
The event ended with enough

donations to send multiple
care packages to soldiers.
In order to get other stu
dents and organizations
involved in the “Sisters for
Soldiers” event, AOII offered
$100 to the group that do
nated the most items toward
their philanthropy of choice.
The winner of Tuesday’s
event was Gamma Phi Beta.
“It’s a cause that every
one can relate to,” Kuhr
said. “We want GVSU as
a whole to get involved in
this as much as they can.”
Kuhr said AOII hopes to
continue to grow the “Sisters
for Soldiers” event as long as
necessary, while there are still
soldiers deployed overseas.
In addition, the event
worked to bring GVSU or
ganizations together for the
same patriotic cause.
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GREEK LIFE: AOII sisters pose for a photo Tuesday, Nov. 15 at the
first annual "Sisters for Soldiers" donation drive. COURTESY I AOII
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SEVENTEEN LAKERS EARN
ALL-GLIAC HONORS
After an undefeated regular
season, the Grand Valley State
football team was well-represent
ed in the GLIAC regular season
awards. Sophomore running back
Martayveus Carter won the 2016
Offensive Back of the Year honor.
On the defensive side of the ball,
senior defensive end Alton Voss
won the 2016 Jack McAvoy Award.
Carter led the nation in
rushing with 1,590 yards and 18
touchdowns on 205 carries. His
performance this season broke
the GVSU record for total yards
and ranked seventh all-time in the
GLIAC. Along with leading the con
ference in rushing yards, he finished
first in all-purpose yards with 1,646.
He accumulated three games with
200 yards or more, a GVSU record,
and tallied seven runs of 50 yards
or more. He was named GLIAC
Offensive Player of the Week three
times and set a GVSU single-game
rushing record with 298 yards
against Northern Michigan:
On the other side of the ball,
Voss ranked fourth on the team
with 52 tackles and tackles
for loss with 8.5 (34) and first
among lineman. He is third in
sacks with 4.5 and forced two
fumbles, recovered two fumbles
and deflected four passes.
Both Voss and Carter earned
All-GLIAC First Team honors.
Joining Carter on the offensive
side was senior wide receiver Matt
Williams and senior center Aaron
Cox. Joining Voss on the defen
sive side was senior linebackers
Marquez Gollman and David
Talley. Senior kicker Joel Schipper
also received a first-team plaudit.
Earning All-GLIAC Second
Team honors were senior safety
Donte Carey, senior defensive end
Sydney Omameh, junior linebacker
Collin Schlosser and redshirt fresh
man offensive guard Nate Brady.
Earning All-GLIAC Honorable
Mention honors were defen
sive linemen Mark Rosenquist,
DeOndre Hogan and Dylan
Carroll, safety Garrett Pougnet,
wide receiver Nick Dodson and
quarterback Bart Williams.
GVSU has a league-high 17
players represented in the AllGLIAC awards.
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M. BASKETBALL

Young guns

GV destroys Great Lakes Christian
91-36 in season home-opener

SETTING THE BAR HIGH: Seniors (from left) Juwan Starks (22), Luke Ryskamp (23) and Trevin Alexander (5) pose for a photo before a game. The Grand Valley State
men’s basketball team won its home opener Wednesday, Nov. 16, giving them their first win of the season after suffering two loses on the road. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

home Wednesday, Nov. 16.
“Its a big confidence
booster,” said sophomore
ormer
forward forward Zach West. “That’s
Chaz Rollins no what we were kind of lack
longer defends the ing on the road—getting
paint at Fieldhouse energy, being back in font of
Arena. Aaron Hayes noour
lonhome fans who cheer us
ger runs the point and the on and get us hyped.”
It was the Lakers’ first
Lakers can no longer count
on reliable forward Ricardo win of the season (1 -2) after
starting the year with two
Carbajal anymore.
The 2016-17 Grand Val losses in a road trip to St.
ley State men’s basketball Louis in the GLIAC/GLVC
team has a lot of new faces, Challenge Nov. 11-12.
“We have so many new
but the team gave fans a
lot to be excited about in guys, and so many guys are
its explosive 91-36 home- still trying to establish who
opener win over Great they are as players” said
Lakes Christian (0-9) at GVSU coach Ric Wesley.
BY BEAU TROUTMAN

SPOR TS@LAN THORN. COM
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“Any time they have some
level of success, it’s like put
ting money in the bank to
withdraw at a later date.”
The Lakers are coming
off of an 18-11 (12-10 GLI
AC) season that ended with
a 67-58 loss to Ashland in
the GLIAC tournament.
The Lakers have eight new
comers this season, includ
ing five freshmen and two
junior college transfers.
GLC started the game
on a 7-0 run, but the Lak
ers closed the first half on a
42-4 run to give them a 4211 halftime lead. GLC shot
5-of-34 in the first half (1353 total) and committed 18

turnovers (26 total).
After the 7-0 GLC run,
the Lakers took a 12-10 lead
early in the first. Senior for
ward Juwan Starks checked
in to the game for the first
time off the bench at the 14
minute mark, and rattled
off eight straight points on
back-to-back three-pointers
and a layup to make it 18-10.
Starks finished the night
with 10 points. In his final
season, he figures to be a
key part of a team looking
for veteran leadership.
“Luke (Ryskamp) and
Trevin (Alexander) are our
leaders, and usually they car
ry the load for us,” Starks said.

“I’m just trying to lessen that
load and do whatever 1 can.”
After a GLC timeout,
the GVSU scoring on
slaught began. The Lakers
worked the ball around the
perimeter and attacked the
GLC zone. Sophomore for
ward Zach West sank four
three-pointers in the last
10 minutes of the half.
That carried the lakers to
their huge halftime lead, and
the second half was played
mostly by bench players.
Five players finished with
double figures in scoring:
West (14), Drake Baar (12),
SEE HOOPS | At
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MENCOTTI NAMED DIICCA
MIDWEST REGION PLAYER
OF THE YEAR
The leading goal scorer for the
Grand Valley State women's soccer
team and the rest of the nation
Gabriella Mencotti was named the
DIICCA Midwest Region Player of
the Year. Mencotti has scored 28
goals this season as a part of the
second-highest scoring offense in
the nation.
Mencotti has lit up the scoreboard this season, tallying two hat
tricks (four and five-goal games),
eight game-winning goals and
eight multi-goal games. She leads
the team in points, but seven
other Lakers were represented in
All-Midwest teams.
All-Midwest Region First
Team honorees were forwards
Jayma Martin and Kendra
Stauffer, midfielder Marti Corby
and defenders Shannon Quinn
and Clare Carlson. All-Midwest
Region Second Team honorees
included defender Erika Bradfield
and midfielder Dani Johnson.
GVSU led all schools with
eight selections, four more
than the next highest school
(Rockhurst). All six first-team
selections are eligible for the
DIICCA All-American ballot.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
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SOCCER
Friday, 5 p.m. vs Truman State
(Regional final)
FINAL SHOWDOWN: The Grand Valley State women’s soccer team celebrates a 2-0 win against Missouri-St. Louis Sunday, Nov. 13. Following the win during the NCAA
Regional Semifinal, the Laker soccer team will now host the regional final game against the Truman State Bulldogs Friday, Nov. 18 at 5 p.m. GVL | LUKE holmes
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Friday, 8 p.m. vs Trinity Christian

BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Friday, 6 p.m. vs Rochester

CROSS COUNTRY
Saturday, all day at NCAA

National Championship
SWIM AND DIVE

After a 2-0 win over
Missouri-St. Louis in the
NCAA Regional Semifinal,
the Grand Valley State soc
cer team will host Truman
State in the regional final
Friday, Nov. 18 at 5 p.m.
The Lakers (20-1-1) have
beaten the Bulldogs in the

first weekend of the regular
season the past two seasons.
In 2014, GVSU topped
Truman State 3-0 at home,
and the following year in
Kirksville, Missouri by a
score of 4-0. Although the
Lakers have had success
against the Bulldogs in the
past, the team’s focus is on
the current task at hand.
“Every tournament game

is a clean slate,” said GVSU’s
Marti Corby, the nation’s as
sists leader (23). “You like
to think back to it, but every
team is different every year.”
Friday’s game will be the
first meeting between the
two teams this season, but
both teams have played mu
tual opponents in the regu
lar season. Truman State is
1-0-1 against GLIAC op

ponents this season, beat
ing Ohio Dominican 1-0
and tying with Ashland 1-1.
The Bulldogs also tied with
UMSL 0-0 earlier in the year.
The Lakers have fared
better against the same
teams this season. GVSU
is 3-0 in such games, outscoring opponents 12-0.
As a team, the Bulldogs
have scored only 28 goals

this season, but that has
been more than enough for
one of the stingiest defens
es in the nation. Truman
States defense ranks third
in goals against average at
.239 per game. GVSU is one
spot ahead with a .225.
“If we play the way we’re
capable, we can be the best in

SEE SOCCER | At

Saturday, 1 p.m. vs Ball State
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CROSSOVER: Alec Marty (middle) tries to weave through a pair of defenders. Grand Valley State defeated Great Lakes Christian 91-36 in
its season home-opener Wednesday. Nov. 16. and will host Trinity Christian at Fieldhouse Arena this Friday. Nov. 18. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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SHOW ME YOUR WAR FACE: Justin Greason (24) gets fouled. The Lakers lost their first two games of the season, but came out swinging
against Great Lakes Christian in the home-opener Wednesday, Nov. 16. ending the first half on a 42-4 scoring run. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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Justin
Greason
(11)
Starks and Luke Ryskamp
(10). Baar led the team with
eight rebounds. Alexan
der added six boards and a
team-high three steals.
Wesley said despite the high
score, the Lakers still have a lot
to dean up early on. G VSU had
13 turnovers and missed sever
al layups throughout the night.
“We had some silly turn
overs,” Wesley said. “We
didn’t finish really well on
the basket. We missed a lot of
shots inside of 10 feet. Justin
(Greason) had a lot of easy
opportunities. He’s just got to
continue to get stronger and
more assertive on the basket.”

SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM A7

the country,” said GVSU’s
Gabriella Mencotti, the na
tion’s leading goal scorer (28).
“We play against the best de
fense every day (in practice),
so (we need to be) very dy
namic, making sure we are
crashing on everything and
making sure that we are solid
coming up the field.”

Replacing Hayes, the
once-handy point guard
who averaged 13.9 pointsper-game in his final sea
son in Laker blue, is Myles
Miller, who actually led
the Lakers in assists (103)
off the bench last season.
In his first campaign as a
starter so far, Miller is av
eraging 7.3 PPG and leads
the team with 11 assists.
With the loss of Rollins
(10.8 PPG, 8.8 reboundsper-game)—who now plays
professionally in the United
Kingdom—and Carbajal (9.7
PPG, 5.2 RPG), the Lakers
are looking to get any help on
the inside they can this sea
son. Standing 6-foot-10, the
sophomore Greason would
be a strong compliment to

Alexander if he’s able to re
fine his game throughout the
course of the season.
The two leaders, Ryskamp
and Alexander, have not got
ten off to the start some had
envisioned—from a statis
tical standpoint, anyway.
Ryskamp shot 6-of-20 in the
season opener loss to Quincy
and had just two points in
the second loss to MissouriSt. Louis. Alexander had a
solid game against Quincy,
but a 3-of-12 shooting per
formance against USML.
Wesley doesn’t see this
as a problem going for
ward—rather, one rough
stretch in a long season.
“They don’t need to be
John Stockton and Karl
Malone,” Wesley said. “They

just need to be who they are.
Both of them at times are try
ing to do too much and they
need to move the ball and just
fit in. Their talent will find a
way to the top. They just need
to relax and let it happen.”
The Lakers’ next game is
home Friday, Nov. 18 against
Trinity Christian. The Lakers
will take part in the St. Jo
seph’s College Thanksgiving
Tournament Nov. 25-26 in
Rensselaer, Indiana, and open
GLIAC play at home against
Findlay Thursday, Dec. 1.

GVSU has the second
highest scoring offense in the
nation with a goals-scored
average of 4.18 per game, but
the Lakers have not faced a
top-tier defense like Truman
State yet this season.
“They’re not going to give
us anything, that’s for sure,”
Hosier said. “We’re going to
have to be really sharp and
really aggressive in the right
moments in order to break
them down and crack a goal.”

In the regional semifinal,
the Lakers found scoring op
portunities early in the game
but were unable to capitalize
on those opportunities. The of
fense will be looking to grab the
early lead against the Bulldogs.
“We have to get off to a bet
ter start, and if we don’t, we
can’t get frustrated,” Corby said.
“If we get the lead, we can’t put
it in cruise control. We have to
keep putting the pressure on
and keep going for goal.”

In order to crack the Tru
man State defense, the Lakers
will need to find the right con
nections on the field and con
trol the pace of the game.
“We just can’t be predict
able,” Corby said. “We have
to move the ball around, get
in wide areas, be creative
and just be urgent.”
While the Lakers dealt with
a high-press team in UMSL
in the previous game, the dy
namic of the regional final will

LEADER: Trevin Alexander thinks about his next move. Alexander
had nine points and six rebounds against GLC. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

be different. With a defensive
team in Truman State, the pace
of the game will change.
“Truman isn’t typically a
high-press team, but when
they do choose to press at
the right moments, they are
very effective doing so,” Ho
sier said. “Our backs are go
ing to have to do a good job
creating tempo for us.”
Ihe GVSU offense usually
starts from the back-four de
fenders, and against the Bull

dogs they will need to be active
for the team to have success.
The winner of the regional
final game will play Sunday,
Nov. 20 at 1 p.m. against
the winner of the Central
Missouri and Fort Hays
State game. That game wilj
be played directly after the
GVSU game Friday, Nov. 18.
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I'm a model bom on November 3,1995
in California. I come from a family
who has been in the spotlight for
a number of years, and have starred
on a reality TV show with my siblings.
I began working as a runway model
in 2009.
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VOLLEYBALL

POWERING THROUGH: The Grand Valley State volleyball team stands on the side of the court before the start of a game. The No. 8 seeded Laker volleyball team lost to the No. 1 seeded Ferris State Bulldogs in
Big Rapids, Michigan Wednesday, Nov. 16 in the first round of the GLIAC tournament. The Lakers will return 15 out of the 17 players on their current roster in the upcoming 2017 season. GVL I LUKE holmes
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

The No. 8 seeded Grand
Valley State volleyball team
has seen its season come to
an end with a gritty 3-1 loss
to the No. 1 seeded Ferris
State Bulldogs in Big Rap
ids, Michigan Wednesday,
Nov. 16 in the first round of
the GLIAC tournament.
The Bulldogs took the
first set 25-21, but the Lak
ers responded by pounding
out a commanding 25-19 set
win. However, Ferris State
did not take the loss sitting
»
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down and came back to win
the next set 25-19 before
winning the match in a hard
fought fourth set 25-23.
Freshman Jayci Suseland
led GVSU with 14 kills and
added half a block. Sopho
mores Shannon Winicki
and Staci Brower added of
fense as well, adding 10 and
nine kills, respectively.
Junior setter Katie Olson
showed off her utility, dish
ing out 24 assists, digging 18
balls, tallying four kills and a
block to the scorecard.
Ferris State tallied 51 kills to
GVSUs 43 and dished 49 as
sists to GVSUs 39. The Lakers

outhit the Bulldogs .138 to .129.
GVSU made it a point to fo
cus on bringing more positivity
and energy to the hardwood.
“We had high energy and
lots of communication,” Ol
son said. “Our serve receive
game was very good so that
made it a lot easier to distrib
ute the ball and we had some
splits and one-on-ones that
really helped us. (We had)
the will to fight through ev
erything. We didn’t give up
on each other.”
GVSU coach Deanne
Scanlon said she was im
pressed with the serving and
defense of the team, noting

their aggressive serve style season meetings by way of 3-0
often got the Bulldogs out of sweeps. Despite the loss, they
position, which opened up were proud of the fight they
opportunities for the Lakers.
displayed in their final game
of the season.
GVSUs un
doing was the
“You kind of
team’s inability
get a perspec
“(We had) the will tive on the sea
to halt Bulldog
son,” Scanlon
runs. In close
to fight through
sets, the Bull
said. “I don’t
everything... we
dogs were able
think it pro
didn’t give up.”
to
hammer
gressed how we
out numerous
thought that it
points in a row
would. There’s a
KATIE OLSON
during multiple
lot of potential
JUNIOR SETTER
sets-all of which
on this team
and the whole conference
they won.
The Lakers lost to the Bull was that way. When you
dogs in both of their regular look around the conference

tonight, you see that the
lower seed won every game.
I am proud the way the girls
battled tonight, I just wish
the outcome could’ve been a
little different.”
The top eight teams from
each region qualify for the
NCAA tournament. The
Lakers were sitting outside
the top 10 before the loss
to Ferris State, and it is ex
tremely unlikely that GVSU
will move into position for
the national tournament.
The Lakers will return 15 of
the 17 players on their current
roster in 2017.

CROSS COUNTRY

GV cross country prepares for national championship
BY DANNY SCHWARTZ
DSCH WARTZ@LAN THORN.COM

FRESH LEGS: Zach Panning (right) runs during the NCAA Dll Midwest Regional Championship in Evans
ville, Indiana. Cross country will compete in St. Leo, Florida Saturday, Nov. 19. COURTESY | ALAN steible

After a two-week break,
it’s finally here.
This Saturday, Nov. 19,
the Grand Valley State cross
country team will compete
in the NCAA Division II
National Championship in
St. Leo, Florida.
Going into Saturday, the
GVSU women’s side is ranked
second overall on the national
level, with only Adams State
ahead of them. On the men’s
side, GVSU is ranked third
overall nationally, with only
Colorado Mines and Adams
State leading them in first and
second place, respectively.
Just in the past week, the
men’s side slid down from sec
ond to third place on the na
tional rankings when Adams
State passed them, but GVSUs
Zach Panning doesn’t put too
much weight into the national
rankings, and believes the only
obstacle they could face on
Saturday is themselves.
“In the past, we might
not have been ready for rac
es mentally,” Panning said.
“I think it’s important that
we’re all mentally prepared
for the pain, and knowing in
the back of our minds that
it’s just a cross country race
and that even if we don’t win

a national title, we still had a rive in Florida around midday.
They have a practice scheduled
very successful season.”
On the women’s side, for Thursday afternoon to get a
GVSU senior Kendra Foley feel for the course, since they’ve
is excited the squad is ranked never seen or been on it
Saturday is the big day, in
second going into nationals.
“We’ve gone into nation which the team will be wak
als in the past ranked first, and ing up bright and early at
that kind of puts a target on our 4:30 a.m. to get a pre-race
back,” Foley said. “And so com breakfast in and then get
ing into the race in second gives ready to race at 8:30 a.m.
Heading into nationals,
us an advantage in that people
are focusing on Adams State GVSU coach Jerry Baltes is
confident
in
instead of us, and
"■
his team, but
we get to go in
knows
there’s
there and show
“I think It’s
three or four re
everyone
how
important that
ally good teams
hard we’ve been
on both sides,
working.”
we’re all mentally
and that if any
Foley
said
prepared for the
one of them
practice for the
team
heading
really
pain, and knowing races
into
nationals
well, any one of
in the back of our
them could win
has been pretty
minds
that it’s just the title.
solid and steady,
“In order to
and that over
a cross country
win, we have to
the past few days
race.”
get out of the gate
they’ve
really
early, put our
started to taper
ZACH PANNING
down in mileage
selves in a good
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNER
position, and re
and cut back so
ally have a great
the runners have
fresh legs for Saturday.
last 2,000 meters of the race on
The men’s race will be a both sides,” Baltes said. “And
10K and the women’s race most important is to be tough.
will be a 6K, with 32 teams There’s no magic to it, there’s no
trick plays, it’s just racing to the
on each side competing.
The team will be flying out best of our ability. If we do that,
of Grand Rapids early Thursday we should be successful.”
morning, Nov. 17, and will ar
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New kid on the slot
Newcomer Matt Sherman leading the way for GV hockey
BY ROBBIE TRIANO
RTRIANO@LANTHORN.COM

With 17 combined fresh
men and sophomores on
the Grand Valley State club
hockey team (Division II),
there was concern that its
youthful roster would expe
rience early adversity.
But opening the season
7-3, the Lakers have already
exceeded initial expecta
tions. One major reason for
their early success has been
leading goal-scorer and
newcomer Matt Shermans
addition to the team.
Sherman is technically
considered a freshman, but at
the age of 20, standing 6-foot5 and two years ofjunior hock
ey under his belt, he is not the
traditional underclassman.
“At first glance, you notice
how big he is,” said GVSU
coach Mike Forbes, “Then
you watch him play and see
how skilled of a player and
skater he really is. It made
a lasting impression on the
whole team and myself’
Shermans story begins af
ter graduating high school in
2014 when he was drafted into
the North American Hockey
League (NAHL) by the Aber
deen Wings, a junior hockey
team in South Dakota.
“The reason I went to
play junior hockey was in
hopes of getting a Division I
scholarship, and I was getting
some serious looks by some

schools,” Sherman said.
But after a rough start to be
gin his second year, Aberdeen
traded him halfway through
the season to the Minnesota
Magicians. Sherman didn’t play
for a month because of a com
plication with the trade, which
he believes hurt his overall
game and patience for a poten
tial Division I offer.
“Although it was just a
month, not playing com
petitively for a stretch
showed in my game and I
began to become sick of it
all,” Sherman said.
Sherman decided to stop
his run with junior hockey to
attend GVSU this fall, which
was his initial plan in 2014 if he
wasn’t drafted into the NAHL.
Even though the team
still considers him a rookie
and freshman, the players
and coaching staff have al
ready set high expectations
for Sherman this season.
“The team really expects a
lot from me because of my ex
perience. At the same time, I
still have to do the rookie and
freshman tasks that I wasn’t
expecting,” Sherman said.
“Sometimes I have to remind
myself that I am new to this
team and stay humble.”
Sherman’s
breakout
game was a 9-2 blowout vic
tory over Ferris State Friday,
Oct. 14, where he scored a
whopping four goals.
“We’ve been working hard
and I have been fortunate to

have great success on my line,”
Sherman said. “We’re going to
be a better team moving for
ward and it comes down to
preparation to be more ready”
Although early success has
appeared easy for Sherman, a
major transitional difficulty has
been adjusting his game from
the physicality of junior hockey
to the more laid back version of
Divison II play. Sherman is sec
ond on the team with 29 pen
alty minutes in 10 games.
“(In junior hockey), fight
ing is somewhat encouraged,
and when there is something
in front of your net and a
teammate is getting beat up, it’s
known to go over and defend
him,” Sherman said. “It’s defi
nitely a different culture in this
type of play because they don’t
want any violence at all.”
Forbes noticed a rough
start practicing with the
team, but praised Sherman’s
accelerated progress as not
only a player but a leader.
“At First he seemed to
hide his talents and wasn’t
playing his best, but since
he’s began to open up as a
player and person ” Forbes
said. “He’s already began
leading skating drills and
turning them into competi
tions to push his teammates
to be even better. Our cap
tains can only do so much
to lead this young team, and
he’s the type of talent that
can elevate their game and
set the level of play.”

FRESH FACE: Matt Sherman goes for the puck Friday, Oct. 7 against Rochester College. Sherman is
a freshman at GVSU after being drafted into the North American Hockey League. GVL | EMILY FRYE

STAYING COMPETITIVE: The Grand Valley State water polo team poses Sunday, Nov. 13 at the Na
tional Collegiate Club Championship hosted by Notre Dame after finishing 10th. GVL I EMILY FRYE

£A phenomena! experience’
GV water polo places 10th at nationals
over Clemson followed by a place finish, but the Lakers
are all about doing things
9-4 victory over Army.
The tournament ended that are difficult for them.
GVSU had not made
with a thriller for ninth
place, a narrow 1-0 loss to the national tournament
Boston College, putting the in six years.
“This is the first time
Lakers at 10th place in their
final ranking with an im any of (this generation of
players) have been there,”
pressive 19-3 record.
The team was able to Sanders said. “We’re trying
achieve all of their goals they to get the program up to a
highly competitive level.”
set during the preseason.
GVSU has shown marked
“Our original goal was to
win our conference and make progress, but the veterans are
it to nationals,” said team pres tasked with passing the torch
ident Jacob Davis. “After we to younger players, as is often
did that, we set our goals to do the case with club sports.
“It was a phenomenal
the best we could at nationals.”
Finishing 10th is an ac experience,” Klienfeldt said.
complishment
“I’m excited to
see who is going
in itself, but
some GVSU
to sign up for
“It was a
next year.”
players were
honest about
Sanders said
phenomenal
wanting to fin
the
nationals
experience. I’m
ish higher.
berth will bol
excited to see
“I’m happy,
ster the culture
not satisfied,”
of their program
who is going to
Wally Kliengoing forward.
sign up for
feldt
said.
The team hopes
next year”
“Obviously
to use the expe
our
goals
rience at nation
als
as a stepping
were a little
SPENCER SANDERS
bit higher, and
stone for return
GVSU WATER POLO COACH
we wanted to
trips to nationals.
place better.
“I’m
really
We have a lot of talent com proud of the group,” Sanders
ing back next year and we’re said. “They worked extreme
already looking forward to ly hard with one goal in
mind, and that was to make
what we can to as a team.”
Next season, the Lakers are the national tournament.
looking for bigger and better.
They did it, and I’m extreme
Of course, It will be dif ly excited to see where this
ficult to improve on a 10th program is going.”

BY JAKE CARROLL
JCA RROL L @LA N THORN. COM

The Grand Valley State
club men’s water polo team
competed at the National
Collegiate Club Champion
ship hosted by Notre Dame
from Nov. 11-13.
GVSU finished in 10th
place, an impressive result
given how the tournament
was structured.
The tournament consisted
of 16 teams from across the
country. If a team lost the first
game, they were automatically
placed in the lower 8 teams.
So, the best placement a team
could get after losing the first
game was ninth place.
The Lakers dropped
their first game against
Penn State 10-4, which
showed GVSU something
they were not fully expect
ing“The opening round we
played Penn State and they
sort of caught us off guard,”
said GVSU coach Spencer
Sanders. “They played a
full-press defense and we
haven’t played against any
one who played that way all
year. A lot of guys haven’t
seen that since high school.”
The loss to Penn State
was the team’s first loss
since Sunday, Aug. 28. The
Lakers collected them
selves and routed their next
two opponents, a 24-6 win

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF

LAKER EXCHANGE

some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange a lanthom.com

Amtrak Pere Marquette
offers affordable
transportation from West
Michigan all the way to
Chicago! One ticket gets you
a pass to the beautiful
beaches of Benton Harbor,
the world-class dining of
Grand Rapids, and the
charming historic shops of
Holland Michigan. Whatever
your interests, the train has
got your ticket to adventure.
Visit www.mitrain.com for
more information!

During the months of
October - May, Aerials Gym
holds a weekly college night
on Saturdays from 10pm midnight. Stop by and take a
break from studying and
enjoy a fun workout to keep
you motivated
and energized for those
important exams ahead!

OR CALL

616-331-2460

Announcements

Announcements

Housing

Housing

Wanted

Come stop by Motman’s
Farm Market during these
last few weeks of fall, and
get everything you need to
make this season the best
one of the year!
GVSU students can show
their ID and get 10% off a
purchase of $5 or more.

Students: Get outta town
with Indian Trails! Rent your
own Charter Bus or simply
get a ticket for one on one of
the many bus routes
throughout
Michigan that Indian Trails
offers!
Visit www.indiantrails.com
for more information or to
purchase your ticket today!

48 West Sublease in 4
Bedroom Apartment: Room
available for second
semester and summer: fully
furnished, own bathroom,
and great roommates.
Gender is no issue (but it is
currently three males.)
Rent is $489 + utilities
(OBO, willing to negotiate)
per month. Contact me at
269-519-3983, Ask for Ty.

Seeking subleaser for fully
furnished 4-bedroom, 4.5
bath town home at Copper
Beech. Access to
free parking, gym. Rent
$410/month+ $12 water+
electricity. Contact
wittebor@mail.gvsu.edu for
more details.

Employment

Enclave has the best
apartments for rent in
Michigan! When you make
us your home, you'll enjoy
fully furnished suites with
LED TVs, in-suite washers
and dryers,
a 24-hour fitness center,
yoga studio and resort-style
pool. Contact our office staff
to check availability and to
schedule a personal tour
today!

Entertainment

IN NEED OF A
PHOTOGRAPHER!
I am getting married in April
or May of 2017 and I would
like to have my wedding
photographed. I would love
to help anyone trying to
make a
portfolio for their program,
and I would appreciate a fair
(maybe slightly cheap) price.
Please call me (517-3756089) or email me and we
can meet and share
ictures! Thanks for your
elp and kindness!

Got something to say?
Visit www lanthorn.com
and submit a classified ad
on the Laker Exchange
page.___________________
Leaky faucet? Flickering
lights? Air conditioner
broken? As soon as you
notice something is working
right, put in a work order at
www.gvsu.edu/
facilitiesservices and do you
part in saving water and
electricity at Grand Valley!
Leaky faucet? Flickering
light? Unbearably hot dorm5*
Submit a work order!
Catching issues as soon as
they appear will help GVSU
stay a green school! Submit
a work order today at
gvsu.edu/facilitiesservices.

ANSWERS
PUZZLES

Looking for work or know
someone who is?
At Express Employment
Professionals Holland/
Muskegon, we have full time
positions available from $11
to $29 per hour! Positions
include: Machine Operators,
General Laborers,
Office/Clerical,
Landscaping, Assembly, and
more. Call our office today at
616-499 2199 to see what
opportunities we have for
you!

Looking for 1 more girl to
sign a Tease at Trio center
with! Rent is $425/month.
Email me at
farrc@mail.gvsu edu________
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Grand Valley Theatre
presents the Good Kids by
Naomi llzuka. The theme of
Good Kids is teen
sexual assault and its effect
on victim-survivors, perpet
rators, and bystanders.
Please be advised the play
contains PROFANITY AND
DISCUSSES SEXUALITY,
TEEN ALCOHOL USE,
RAPE, AND SEXUAL
VIOLENCE IN A FRANK
MANNER
Tickets are now available at
gvsu.edu/theatre
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